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Gertrude, earnad. I vit ay nails quite Y 


thing to break me of tne habit, and finally hit op 


Ss 


tous doll. Y 
so big that she satisfied even re. 
trunk full of lovely clothes. 
she loved to dress dolls. 
hen I tiink about ths situation in our fan 
love that was lavished on me, 1 just wondsr how 
been so cherished. Father and nother nad lost t 


I was a such wanted ciild, and very much the bel 


Kanjo wore fifteen and thirtesn years older than|], respectiveiye 


and grandpa, having lost two girls of their own, 
for little girls and made ue their special pete 


had lost her own little girl and her boya waro y 


Frank took mo for tucir vory orne 


tinas were spent with them. They never tired of 


taught my dignified uncle, a minister, now to ak 


cat 
oa 


Aunt Sally and r maid, Katie, who must have 85 


D 


I don't think that anybody spanked me exce 


once that 1 ran off downtown. 1 was brought ho 


into tha bathroom and paddled. I remember weepl 
ct ths dining roon Plieplace, not sfzuch fron ps 


nother would do such a thing to mse 


kather spanked me only once, and mother said 


He never could do it again. I was sliding on tt 


told me to stop ite I went blithely on with the 
tock down ay panties and worked on m8. 
3 


I was very sly us a child. At my ¿randpas 


versary, I refused to loavo ny father's arase 


uperhunan effort I did stop, and p 
She was glamorpus blonde, and had a 


other never did anything by halves, and 


I adored tnos and some of ny happiest 


ne 


Bother tried every- 


Fe 


tre promise of a glor- 


s rewarded by a doll 


v and think of all the 


dno little mite could have | 
a baby before me and 
dved baby, for Tommy and 
Grandma 
ad a particular fondness 


darling Aunt Hattie 


epa, and she and Uncle 


slling of the time I 


Thera, too, was 
led me shamefully. 
t| mother. I remember 

ol and sclesnly marched 

k on the floor in front 
in as from surprise that 


1t almost killed him. 


A 


cellar door, and he 


sliding, and he just 


it's golden wedding anni- 


drandfather got me all ay 


17 


all my clothes for that occasion in Chicago.) | Ponen I was baptized, how- 


aver, I loved Ere Johnson, our minister, 80 doa ly that I crawled out of 


father's anrs to ¿o to hine | 


one thing thst my mother did in the face df an emvattled family: she 


had my hair cute Mamtets curls had never been lout, and her hair was 
always very thin, and wother determined that f |should have A decent head 


of hair. I well remember the occasion, or ra er the prelude, for I was 


fn father's office leaning against his safe a weeping ay heart out, 


because I was perfectly certain that the cutting would be very painful, 
like cutting your finger. Perhaps it was my terror that made mother stop 
first at the office. Pather must have reasst d ma, for 1 have no furthsr 


romempranco of tua cecazicne 


i often think of the kind of locking ginl I would have been if it 


hadn't beon for hime As a baby I was crosseyad. if other held me, and 
ho held my head firmly with one hand, and witt} the other moved a bright, 
tnterosting object back and forte Thus he exercised the eys muscles 
until they were perfectly atraizht. hen E | gan to walk, one foot was 


cludved. He strapped it with adhesive tape patil the muscles developed 


to hold it corractlye 


| 
I had a hernia, too. He would put me flat on the floor with a pillow 
, 


piece of adhesive tape with a button under tlt}. I was never allowed to 


under my hips until it went back into place, and tren strapped me with a 


jump the rope or leap from hign places. 1 never was strong, and sli sy 
| 


life he pounded it into my mind: "If you don't taks care of yourself, 


nobody cau do it for jou." 


fe medicine for we he usually flavore 
| 


with peppermint, and I always 


associate the flavor with nizes I had a wonderful time when I was sick, 


with father and mother both to tala care of ho. I really enjoyed myself. 


I had the childhood diseases while I was 
grandmats maid, Ida Lytle, brought me a pink) 
I loved it, and ate every meal from 1t until 


{ue mumps were memorable because mother 


gone through childhood, cared for Sante and 


them from me. Sho was very ill. 


He was on 


great ambition was to be 


Tomay was siuply a ¿ed to mee 
uy 


top of the piano as 


seemed innense. 


he dida 
I remember the time I first saw hin sol 
| 


the porch of our Chataqua tent, and I told} 


amusements ( A "Chataqua tent"? Well, in t 
anybody went to Pontiac for a couple of weeks 
on the river bank, and attend lectures and dé 
ticians and grand opera stars.) 

I was always glad to ¿et home from thert 
father slept in a folding, bed in the living | 
on a red cc sou that vas made up at ni 
a cat and some kittens, hung over me. 

I used to be troubled by growing pasns | 


night mother used to take me over in bed wi t 


Y 
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they eased and I could sleep again. Until 1 


ES 


my prayors every night. Always I said "Now 


I went everywhere with her to all her e 


very quietly on a littlə stool at her knee. 
| 


it has ivon me a love of older wonen 


Ho one enjoyed a joke better tnan 


cne laughed more heartily than he the 
He was cagrying out a big pan 


asters wero ley, and he missed nis rooting. 


dumny, and then had to take 


room and I was close alongside 


that haf 


4%. 
little. With the measles, 
late with flowers on ite 
| was a great ole girle 
She had 


ot them from m 


y medium height, but he 
¿ble to lean ny 61bow on the 
a cigarette. It was on 
off properly, to his great 
ose days everybody who was 
to live in tents in the park 
ncerts by broken down poll- 


to my own bed. Mother and 


it. One of mothor's plotures, || 
legs, and night after 
and rub my legs until 
to college she heard 

lay mo 

b meetings, and always sat 
was always their pst, and 


never left mes 


br, even on himself, and no 


cl 
fell down the back des 


early one morning. The 


nstinctively he threw up his 


office. 


lots. 


239 ovar 


44e 
SOS 


Hother 
1 


It waa 


T ves 


and so sne 


a peci.liar 


stopping. 


country in ti 


us be cascaded down the steps. 


{ used to go with him on his calls s 


drive tha livery horses. 


to get some soap fr 


marked the cake lő- 
rust have been seve 


Paanks¿iving day, a 


hands to keep his balance, with a resulting 


1 also used to go over to grandpa Benc 


would drop in for breakfast. If there was 


afreld to ¿o alone upstairs over 
om grandma. She 
sent se up the back way to the 
"elosed up" odor up there, that 
1 flew up those stairs, grabbed 
with all tus vugaboos in tha world hot on 
It was always my job to ¿0 after the 
cow any more. When I got it at granâfathe 
19 evening, and it was dark wh 
days much stained glass was used in tio xi 
{llusinated by the li ht from the kitchen, 


louäing thing tnat always sent me «round th 


kept; and où my tenth birthday sne callad 


Cn my first birthday Tomay was 3xbe6 


Sillieuw Jennings ¿ryan was running for Pre 


1. 


a or eight year 


That was Ou 


nd Tomy was hon 


q4 


imes and he used to let me 


s often. Once ina walle T 


avy, grandpa always gave me 


neres One time mother sant 


fdn't want to climb the ateirs, | 
ink room to get it. There was 
to me, was always neart 

no soap, and flew down again 
heelse 

tlk, for father didn't keep a 


a they brought it in from the 


1 started back home. In those | 
ows, and, in our front door, 
as a "bullis eye,” and evil 


house at fifty miles an houre 


Grandma made me sevaral beautiful pic re books thet 1 have always 


| 
| 
| (ra 


over and gave me a forgeous ad 
| E ESPE ale 


"log cebin quilt thet she had made ma horsolf. It was her last plece of 


Tt was at ths time that 

dideat on Eres Silver Eto le 
house 

old wien our/cau¿ht on fire. 


from college with some friends. 


úe wore eating dinner at prandroth:rta wien tt 


(defective wiring.) The boys saved the house 
out, altho the “fence” that belonged on the o 
and we lost many books from tne water, which 


mother and I watehed from har windowe 


Tha loss of tue books must have been & 3; 


for they loved bouge 


taking turns reading fom Sawyer aloud and stopp 


first colluction of Louks was of Mark Twain) 
and, wnan «e wont to Peoria, mother wouli tak 
at Snipper and Blocks and give me the scstacy 
volume. Always she tried to impress it on me 
would always be proud to owne I got my seta 
the money I made in doing housework. Moth:r 
a difficult time to find someone to help. 1 
I would manage everything. It made hin so ha 
if I would do so, he would pay me the maid's 
the money, and spent ovary cent of it for dog 
by tiw fascinating shops with only a Casual g 
houra in Brontanots book shop.) 

T have always loved books, but I was any 
cess in school. Arithmetic I perfectly loat: 


just ¿ot through in it. fo this day, I at111 
add a bridge scora without great mental effo 
Alpebra; I was fair in spolling, llked readt 
Right now, I cas name all the bones of ths bu 
and menbiunese 

By music teachsr who came to give me voc 
what a hiccup wase I ¿ravely replied, "A spa 


diaphragm," and the lady amost swooned. 


Ons of ay earliest ren 


go: 


y saw the smoke rollinge 


nd got most of the furniture 
Lewis cradle was burned, 
d the most damage. Grand- 
cial blow to my parents, 
mother and Mamie 


laugh. Hy very 


ny money for months, 


m9 to the 


bock department 


f picking out the new 

o buy good books that I 
Dickens and Scott with 
s ill, and father was having 
1d tim not to worry, that 
y that he told ms that, 

I made good and got 


(In Paris I passed right 


à but a spectacular suc- 
s, and, year after year, I 

ount on my fingers and cantt 
, tho I was a wizard in 
but I shone in physlology. 


and some of the muscles 


lessons asked ms, coyly, 


odic contraction of the 


The first grade in school was cade menor ab 


It was winter and I was wearing a little grey fuz 


given me, and I had filled it with Puffed Rico, 


marzete tne children came back into the school 


ana I forgot tha muff's contenta, and upended ít 


me und made ms pics up every graine 


In the second ¿ride I was chosen queen of 


a kindly ovsrgro#na darkey girl, a 


Not a soul dared cross me when Annis was arounc 


The third ¿rude left a permanant stamp on 


Dur teacher was Elizabeth Moran who was a dano 


Anyone deopping anything aad to stand up by ti 


dismissed, either for recess oF to ¿o honée 


ag. I didn't mind the standing up, but to huve 


Pnilhour, whom I loathed, waa too such for uy 
This samo teacher made us oring little bo 
to scrub tne tops of our deskse If we didn't 
vottls we drank it with relish oa our way home 
The fourth ¿rude was memorable because 0 
Mary Ann Alexander's mother caught it, but di 


her feel badly. Sha was visiting, and cams be 


QU 


a number of Fairbury people. 4nen tne diseas 


of Health ordered everybody to be vacclnatede 


school, and i went up to fathur's office that 


= 


I opened tne door l found both the consulting 
crowded with people uolding out bloody ar, 
to ba done to thene Y backed out of there in 


mins could wait. 


ppcinted herslf 


Jfternoon to got mine. 


#1 


by my first humiliatione 
¿uff that grandpa had 

dulon was then new on the 
tdom to put on their wraps 


The teacher scolded 


ss Bay; and Annie dalker, 


my personal guardime 


verybody in uy classe 
for créer and neatnesse 

r soat until classes wero 
dt once completely broke 
to stand up with Wesley 
ensiu1l1itios. 

les of vinagaf to use 


Lo all there was in the 


ue smallpox epidemic. 

not know what was making 
k home on the téain with 
was ‘dentified, the Board 


They told us scout it in 


When 


and raception rooma were 


Kiting for the next thing 


hurry, and decided that 


ESTEE 


nc D REA 


| 
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YT was vacoin.ted at home, and ¡ather 


“ynere Lt couldn't show”, never dreaming th. 
get short and stay that way. Everyone else 


wore little transparent cups over tas scars 


soabs thay covered were horrid lookinge X 
mother Changed the banduges on My leg, and 
first tine I bad seen anyons faint, and fo 


ploturesyucly, too» 


1 took great interest in medical thing 


fill capsules. He also let =e play with |. 
very offictunt machine werked by € Grank, 
of ible 

One funay thing that happened to us Y 


yad sory LllTOdve Instead of painting it 
$ © a 


this he crouséd ti paper lengthsise and ¿E 


ust as 28 had his south open ready to ¿10 
4 


ne got all the powedss down his own tires 

Once in a wile futher would ¿st so 
his hair cute His hair was seautifule 1 
and it lay in a marcel wavs that came sti 
got wara it stood up in tight little curl 
waen Lt ¿ot too icons, mother and I tisd p 

All of us cnilüren Inhorited ais biu 
had his veautifil Roman nose. Tommy and i 
hated his, and used to plaster then down 
they curled tighter than ever. Their hal 
and tured dark sehen they wers about rifts 
that I remained a blonde. 


decause I was vory blonde, though, 


The 


as vaccinated on the ara and 
which were large, and the 

ə was present once when 
tinted desd away. It was the 


ears I yearned to faint 


, and loved to help father 
electric battery. It was a 


a I got some noble shocks out 


when Iwas older and had a 
blow a powder into it. For 
the power on ite This tins, 


I soetdentally coughed and 


#2: 


it on the calf of my leg 


ladiest skirts someday would 


Isy that he would forget to have 
was dark, very thick and curly, 
ght out of a dream. nen he 
all over his Lead. One tine, 
nx riboons on ite 

eyes, but none of us really 

hie both had his curla. Tomy 
th water, out when they dried 


was all very light as children 


It mâsays distressed father 


had more or less of an eap 


Sa, 


BA EE Aca oo ad o 


tija shopping for uc. I could wear almost s 


All cur suvppiín;¿ was done in Peoria at 


Y colore 


Shipper and Slocks. “e took 


the orly morning train, and I never will forkst how cold those dark, 


arly acrning hours s@emed. That train got 
before the stores cpomede we had lunch In th 


is into Peoria a snort time 


tea room cn the top floor 


of Block's, and then, li we had finished, spppt tie afternoos with 


Jeanette and Tomoye 
had pretty clothes, 
ones. I wasn't allowed £üthors in ay hats, 


Aline illsabeck, ons of tne ¿iris in my gra 


but motiva paw thet they were suitable 


4 I didn't have bracelets. 


el at school, wore them in 


quantities, huo ¿old filled ones that clankeHi wnen she moved her all. 


She was very ¿ensrous and often allowed ma 
that I would achieve perfect happiness if 1 
like Aline's. I started a good lively camp 
mother and Maule went to Chicago, they said 


“ened the packaze trey save me, actually tr 
Fr” $ & a 3 


wour some, It seemed to ms 


could nave just one bracelet 


Allen at home and finally, when 


hey would bring me one. 1 


bling with anticipstion, and 


to tho longest day I live I will nover forgot the flood of bitter dis- 


appointment when I saw it. T look at that 


end chuckle, but Lt was no laughing matter 


then, | 
Tau Delta(iis fratarity) bracelet, 
loved that. 

With the death of grandua Leach ay wid 
to grandfather's house to care 
T were sitting with alu in the living room, 
though and said, "Eliy, you'll never live te 


mentioned but tne terror never left ms, ani 


of the night to cry myself veck to sleep alone, wondering how in the world 


I could ever do without my rothsre 


oxguistte little bangle now, 


lane I nvur said a word to 


but Jeanstte must have read my mind bdoause she gave me a big Delta 


that Tomay had given to her, and 1 


a lite changed. We came over 


for Line Ong afternoon mother, “amis and 


dhen hs suddenly roused from 
years more." It was never 


1 would wake in the middle 


ys. 


RE ITS ER 
— a aei Seen ee rere apres 


a : a =u Tnt, 
After crandfather died, ws moved into 

Ts mm „e mn à Lamas go? Ā = 

Since my Cem Experíenos of bringing 


has so nearly parallelisd uy mother's, T 


tude that made her change 1t to the Lew! 


af 


JS a 


v 
45 


known, She disposed early all cf tr 


down the nesvy old family pertraita, put 
| 


| 

lighte; and, at ny bohest, painted the w 
| 

grille and purtiers between the living a 


the To As 3oech in the tile at thes top o 


a 
ww 


Se | 


out and replaced by plain pis | 


Father sold his medical practico to 


to Jay Claudon. A fanily oy the nen 


Cur house was always so lonely. 


+ 
à 


and I worte I zuat have acted dlagracte 


attention and new Glotnes, vor father td 


a "talking to”, and mothar took me in t 
grandma Beach's Camantha Allen books by 
over and cover 


ani nad read tien over ana 


2n crandmats livin: roome (My consolen 
č 4, 


I dearly loved to read, and sven t 


book for Christuas than asything alse, 


I ¿ot “Elsi. Dinsmore,” I teased so in 


beforchand that Mother finally wearion 


down to a perfect orgy of tears over th 


heroins. 


ils hocus. 


and I rezambar stanting 


Hante was married in tne bay windoy 


months later, and I gave them back to hé 


Mother was completely disgust 


34. 


That always 30:05 


¿ami ly to sranäfathsr's home 
an appreciate hsr mental atti- 


home. And as such it became 


+ 


qe 


heavy walnut furniture, took 
n now bathrooms and electric 


dwork white and took down the 


O 


T 


dining rooms. Most signifloant, 


the porch steps, was chiseled 


Dector Kuhn, and our old home 
Walls, sith eight children, lived 


at tha window towtoh them. 


of tha living rocm where mother 


J11y avout Maries getting all the 


el 
bok ms out on the po 


reh and gave mo 


tne library and gava me all of 


Marietta Holley. I adored then, 
curled up in the big red rocker 
finally made itself heard, 


dn I sould nave rather received a 


tnink I aust have been nine when 
issantly for ons or my presonts 
14 gave me the book, and I settled 


nobla and insufferable little 


e 


Spit ese Pr ER PEO aaa aaa, + At a 


ass ion 


I was a terrible disap ointment to my 
fanily himself, and having sad one of hig 
child who braced herself every tine usio 
figure out my attitude from a psycholosist 
baby, I used to be put in my bug.y with a 
Still, I don't think that explains it adey 
sure that I ¿ot every attention svery tine 
Now, on tughthsr hand, the plano prob 


Hy toachsr was Ldith Nitten, an intimate) f 


her father end who had to make the living 
teachin, rusic with tiv desperation of alt 
ing was Of tic mschanlsal varlsty that Jus 
remembor 
Sut mother saw th 


acrosa the living roaie 


se on tie plano stool, and kept me at it weds. I nearly fell off from 


weariness and boredom unspeskable. 


Tho Recitals slois were enough exolang 


culldren «ere horded Into Mittents pack be 


that hud beon clouroi of all furniture save 


hal! in tho parlor sat the suffering moths 
“es all hated recitals, except, possib 
Foster's mother) who was the star of the e 


T think that it was that final retita 


drove hsr into Y. He Ce Ae work. Jin Chu 


elactrified ovaijyone by appearing 


polished. At morning rohearsal the plano 


one side cf his siscasg showed. Unfortunate 


the audience had the rear view, 


Harry Foster ¿endorad a Marche Milital 


ef cuing hous Iron lessons and thiowing wy music roll clear 


with o); 


gs 


futhor; comin. from a musical fl 


>» it was a blow to have a 


as mentioned. I is va tried to 


standpoint: when I was a 


bd11 while the family practiced. y 
bately, because I am quite 

1 criad. 

gu was Quite unierstandable. 
tiend cf Hamte'ts, who had lost 
(q the family. She hated 


yao pea animal, and her own play- 


L [sets ones teeth on edge. I 


4% I practiced! She sat beside 


tion. Twenty five seething 
broom just off the living room 


tie plano. Acrose the open 


jp “Mildred Compton (Barbara 
485. She played beautifully. 

that broke Edith Mitten and 
Guill, who waz later murdered, 


the risht half of his shoes 


ad been turaed so that only 


> Edith moved it again, so that i 


i 
ve Tt vas a “iendoring" alright | 


f 


| 


Something Fait 
sition straight 
the loud pedal. 


frensy of soun’ 
Bothar an 
but I guess the 


against such c) 
Then, fini 


weren't sapitan 


alto horn for 4 
vesn, that, ir | 
the thing, whet. 
and when he sat 


“abtde With M” 


Berkely to ent 
us and ro tools 
breakdown and | 
Northrestern U] 
I was one | 
I cams back to | 
to a dence Frii 
their hair bol} 
I was veo” 
covered the gra 
mon I md 
whers alone > | 
there weren't 4 
when I was bec’ 
the limit with 


Father even tey 


A A ee NASA 


A 


| 


EL 


Something Eaita did or said maddened him, and 


sition 
tne loud pedal. 
of sounde 
tothar and father 


but I 


against such colossal indiffersnce. 


ínen, finally, fator hit on 


weren't popular as they srs now.) 


alto horn for mothsr, and a squealy soprano 


vesn, that, if wo all played together, I wou 


the thing, whether or nae He was 


and wien he said practice, Sy golly +8 
nabije With 42" and toe simpler classics, A 


pura Ty to enter as in tus Univarsity of Cal 
A 


us and ro took 15$80n8e 
breakdown and nad to vë taken out 
Northwestern University {without 


I was one of tho first girls 


T came back to Fairbury over the soekené an 


to a dance Friday night, and by Sunday mora 


their hair bobbed. 
Tt was wouring rouge now, toc. 


covered the grouride 


When I was tYirteen father taught me to 


Whar- alons d; 
there weren't all these laws then) 


when I wes beginning. she 


the linib with grandpa, father and Tom:y, 4 


Father even taught mo to grease tne Car. 


wo stopped them whe 


the timo I was sixteene 


selá trat her ne 


straight through to the end - fortissi 


One never would believe a pi 


‘ (39 ping? Aa ct. HY 


next tried vocal 168350 


guess they and the teacher all reit th 


the idea ot 


He ¿ot a 


the conduc 


pract 


of school. 
hs saxapu 


at Horth 


Mother 


(fon 


mother 


dg half the girls in tow had 


fl. 


a played the entire compo- 


- without once releasing 


on ne. There wera a few, 


tl it was futile to struggle 
the saxaphones. (They 
nor one for hinmss1f, an 
r me. His theory must have 
into the spirit of 
that family orchestra, 
e stag,ered through 
wo all went out to 
ornia, the horns went with 
I had a complete nervous 
Tha next year I went to 

.) 

tern to bob my hair, and wim 


I created afurore. I went 


dntt say anything--father 


rive, and I was driving every- |B 
e Ella doesn't see that; but | 
atly -sfused to go with us 
ous system had been pushed 
it couldn't stand any moree 


dtántt ¿o to the gas station 


| 


lsgel light but Dsoauss father was convinesd 


for that in trose days. 
two 
I was tenty/ehen I edited ny 


aryto China, Eva Grey., sent back diaries fo 


sodeligntful tuat we decided to publish tuseme I undertook the editing and | 


mother financed tine publisnins. The money fi 
the "Ella Home", the nurse's home at tue Tig 
mother and Eva's mother. I was so modest the 
to tas foreward that I wrote, although fathal 
dlaguated when 7 refused. 

In college I specialized in English and 


all for a pre-legal courses. I tock law, not 


property sa I hat to manage needed a legal efpoaticn. 


enough law to teach ma that 17 I ever necdea 


ons. ub I Solved that: I married one. 
My chief menories af law are the diffita 
lerge class of boys. 
Ong thing from Law school did nave a Lt 
my life. In spite of four yoars of preparat 


lacked a courses either in Public speling or 


ignora sent ma back to the Evanston Campus 
english Composition. I naver would have dar 
forced. Two thousand words minimum a weak we 


Ena tas » $29 professor, was a c'iubo} 


illusion in the classroom, out, if I do say 


hit with nin because I liked to write Funny 


thing I wrote he road aloud ln class. Twice 


he nearly fell cut of his chair. Ona was an 


as à child: she lest her ¿un in ted at night 


we us3d to have lots 


iy Tirst bool 


Ens lish Composition. 


Hings, and practically evory- 


y1. 


of fun working topether. 


Hother ani fsther's missione | 


‘them to read. They were 


# 


HG 
j 


zx the sales went to bulla 
sin hospital, named for ny 


I did not even sign my name 


bogged me to do so, and was 


| 
i 
| 
| 


istory, and minored in Se 


rom any desire to become a 


“at anyone with as much 


I learned just 


Pe TST 


lawysr, to go get a good | 


ties of a lons blonde in a 


Lie influence on the rest of 
pn, I had enough hours but 1 
Dean 

p take the Senior course in 


A attempt it 11 I hadntt beon 


ra roquir:ids 


littla man sho had shed avery 
Y ryuulf, I made an enormous 
le laughed uo over them that 
Virginia Fiaklin 


and found it is her hair. 


The othur was vertatim report of an exparler 
back from Champaign. 


“he: the tine came for our personal con 


A P 
cherised complimsnt Chat I have ever had in m 


have a masculine ronse of huncor; then hastens: 


that in the complinaentary sense, explaining 
| 
play on sords, whereas Lis misculine deals w 
Austen’? (1) 
T guess it la the Irish in ns. 


Funny, isntt it, how my legal trainin 


wills and nistorics, and the writing I do nc 


ristorye | 


ultations, ho gave me my moat 


tat the feminine humor is a 


aAkes me enjoy going ever old 


ve 


with a "masher" on the train 


life: he told me that I 


to assure me thet he meant 


ha situation, "like Jane 


is the compiling of family 
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A History of Fairbury 


balroury was a real estate dealer's dream+-or, to be exact, two 


real estate dealers. March owned “est Fairbul » whera Uncle Nawt Fulton 


lived, and Amsbury owned East Fairbury. Tue valry between the two 
was bitter. if one had a coal mine, the other [had a coal mine; if one 
put up a now grain elevator, tne other put up|a new grain elevator; if 
one built a flour mill, tie otier built a flour mill; so on to infinity. 


If there was an argunent between them t promptly went to law. 


They had one suit after another until they both vent broke and had 


nothing left to fight about aay more. 


Partisanship between the two towns ran } 


even the little boys wers active. The street past the present town hall, 


north and south, was the dividing line, and a boy that outstepped the 


boundary promptly had the other pang after him with clubs. Uncle Newt's 


gang finally captured the territory as far as|Hach's lumber yard. 


No one, living in East Fairbury and coming in on the train, every” 


dreamed of getting off at West Fairbury, and, needless to say, vice versa. 


9 


There were three depots: "Central Park" lils now only a weed patch 


by the tracks in the west end. At that time itl was a big wooden hotel 


with the depot on the first floor. This was t T. P. and W. station for 


West Fairbury; the depot in Fast Fairbury was up on stilts; the third, 


O 


"The Thomas House," a big wooden hotel, stood the vacant lot on the 


right hand side, south of the tracks, on the gt 


eet going to Aunt Leona!s. 


That was the Wabash station. 


The T. P. and W. ("Take Pity and Walk", otherwise, "Toláo, Peoria 


and western") built their line first, and, when the Chicago and Paducah 


railroad tried to go through, they would not allow them to cross their 


tracks. The Paducah owners just waited until Bunday, when the Court HOuse 


in Pontiac was closed and the T. P. And W couldn't cet an injunction, to 
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build their tracks through Fairbury, and 


lines went down to Paducah Avenue, che | pi 
Padtucat Qx 20 has Tennent As 
The town =- both section - had the Y e 


country. Ons reason for this was that 


minersy for the miners used to be a big 
the city limits the conductor would go t 


"Fair-bury! Fair-bury! Close your wind 


If the passengers were natives they 


Stayed behind glass. Then the boys 


a big fight. That was too much for curl 


were good fizhts. the windows would cc 


bing l--came the pies. 

The mcDowell bcys, captained by E ban 
of the mischeif around town. They were 
grandfather Filley never liked to have & 


of them. The pie trhwoing at the statio 


was a restaruant near the depot where the 
whether they were purchased or stelen,|p 
raspberry or black berry ples were pre fe 
was long before tne days of movies) 

They 
would open the hot boxss on the coaehes a 


"car dough," with sticks. They made bril 


passengers. 


the McDowell boys were forever playi 


fatazr. During church tney would take [til 


eentlemen, in iis best cicthes, and with 


get in and start to drive off, only to le 


yan a train over them. 


dustry. 


on the 


was their speciality. 


varied the ple program with "calr] dough." 


Fo. 


Both 


şt street in Fairbury. 
St 


) 
st name in this section of the 
re were so many rough coal 
Before a train entered 


length of the cars bawling: 


ys! Close your windows !" 


took the warning seriously and 


depot platform would stage 


qity, every time, because they 


open, out pop the heads, and-- 


» were at the bottom of most 


inown as “limbs of Satan", and 


andmotner James go out with any 


There 
got them (history not stating 


ojaably they were stolen) and 
ed. 


(remember that all this 


In warm weather they 


scoop our the lubricant, or 


Alatn facile effects on the 


, tricks, even on their own 


taps off his bugy» The old 


all .is neighbors watohing, would 


the wheels, one after the other. 


Dr 
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They did it time after time, just to hear 


however, could have bsen more sympathetic 
so sorry that anyone snould have done suc 


| 
Sometimes they got a little rough an 


a “Protractd Keeting." If they did not Y 


on ton of the tent or cut tra guy Popas. 
the Blade building now stends, and one ti 
| | 
back of a freignt train. When tne train 
leaving a mizntily astonished crowd behin 
Sometimes thin.s ¿ot beyond the "goo 

to call it that. I. P. McDowell, Elmer's 
fut rasit y Ar ; | | 

swimsin, holes, ana, wisn Fairbury had the 


Neohowsll had 4 number of the ministers as 


uptown to their mesting after supper shen 


boys slipped up dbahind them and cracked t 


of nose. Then thay ran home and ¿ot into 


I. Pe rushsd hose after the outrage to meake surs his boys weren't guilty. 
Tnelr father's gullibility saved then, but) it sas so much fun that they 


decided to do it again. They hid in tiie A@brk alleys of the "Arcade Block" 


with their piecas of hose, taking swats & 


of them were stunned. Finally they were 
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he old man spütter. No boys, 

vith a parent. They were almys 

a thinge 

threw sod in the windows of 

ke a circus, they threw rocks 
he circus grounds were whare 
they tied the tent to the 

illed out, the tent with it, 

it. 

clean fun" stage, if you want 

athar, lived near the Nussbaum 

fathodist Conference, Mrs. 

susstse. They had to walk back | 

it was dark, and the McDowell | 

pn on the head with a length 


bed. They were “asleep” when | 
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men passing by, and a number 


sught and arrested, and wera 


fined $9.45 apiece. After the trial the} Blade came out with the head- 


lines: "Rubber Hose $9.45 a foot." 


As before stated, partisanship ran hifh in Fairbury. During the 


ER urna 
he Union men and the "Copperheady 


Ril and Spense families were 


Civil War tha feslinz was bitter between 
The Fitegeralds, Bernes, Hleronymous, Dar 
all Copperheads and some of them wsrs "ba 


zation called "The Knights of the Golden 
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actors." They had an organi- | 


Irole,” and Adlai Stsvenson 


sica 
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was the head of this. (This seams luughab 


tonions ara supposed to tow down and inock 


tines at the mention of his name, because 
but Uncle Newt, as Editor of the Blade ha 

Then, too, there vere ths religious 
feelins, particularly between the Protest 
Owngis of East ralrbury, wore Infidola.) 
happened to bs up in the KoLowell fall, 
in the Arcada Glock, watching u dance, E 
when the priest got up on the platform at 
thet he didn't want ¿is girls 
men graboed Uncle Newt when ths fight eth 
benches walen had been piled along the sa 
stay there, but Uncle Newt said 
tha plate 


Protestant :cys Just cleaned up 


boy and then throw him down the stairs: 


There wasn't ons o 


BS steep as R ladder. 


Along with all this, thera was a feud 


years, 


no property owner in Fairbury was ¿ble to 
| 


* » ] | 
every night thers was a fire. The man wh 


the night bafoys would figure tnut he kner 


slip over on the othsr aide of town and se 


Andy Claudon (Uncla Ches! Uncle) was 


down tre place where ns was living. 


| 
dealing, but ho was engaged to Judge boto 


u:rds married, and she used all her influe 


fn his Justice of the Peace Cor 


to keep it 
ud 
fix to the 


which was over a dry goods store | 


danoing with 


No lives «ere lost, but the damage 


Ea JA 


Cireuit Court at Pontiac, whare 


72. 


d now, when all good Blooming- 


tneir heads on the floor three 


ne later became Vice President; | 
positive proof oí this.) 
factions, and there was much 


gits and Catholics. (tne sfburys, 


a little follos, Uncle Newt 


nes were nicely under way, | 
i 


ne end of the hall and announced: 


Protestant boys. One of the 
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tied and put him behind the 

+ telling him to be sure and 

no desire to get out. The 

Tney would knock out a Catholic 

a stairs were long and nsarly 

"(them left. 

in Fairbury that lasted for 

was terrific, and for years 

¿ot fire Insurance. Almost 

a buildin; went up in amoke 

who did tne fob, and he would 
ire to the other man's house. 

rought to trial for burning 

a ved repetation for crooked 

jail's daughter, whom he aftor- 

we at home, Her father managed 

t instead of letting them take 


a belonged. The main evidence 


in tha trial was the drips from a ksroseng 
cellar to Andy's room; out tie Judge was 8 


whole trial hun, on the question: wara 


going Gown, or from ths downstairs poling up 


callar.) Tha jury eventually was so bsfud 


T a 


shen too, with so many minsis livin, 


an "awful town vor drinxin,". 


fights. “ood, bliocdy ones ." fae ainsrs 


these, but Pairdury haa one bully who pick 


fun of flgutins. Ha was Joe Urrick, a but 


hue man, a bully and a bruiser. 


carry, and he could throw a vurred of salt int: a wagon. 


wsiyhhed 250 sounds. 
held his liuuor se well 
to get him drunk. 


He met his match in a farmer. Clark 
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with long arms and heavy fists; 
for a Turkey. 

Now in Holling for a Turkey, the Turk 
at ons end of the field. The 


wheelbarrow, but vefore he started they tu 


After that he didn't have the least 1doa wni 


the spectators hed a nilarious tine. 


Clark won the Rolling, and Urrick, who 


¿ot mad and threatened Clark, tellin; hin 
refused to Lake off his coat because it wa 


and then the fignt began. Hard work and a 


advantage over Urrick'a weizht, for the big 


just deat Sim to ribbona. 


¿vers night 


A half a 


Hu waus never drunk wW 


treat Lt would havg 


also, he wa 


centestant wis 


ms 


the | 
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Jelsf wus nothing for 
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along thə stairs from the 
t. Ina short time the 

ips made from the upstairs 
(The firs started in the 
ad thst they let him gos 


, rairbury was known as 
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asre ware thrse or four 


sostiy concerned with 


lot for the 


p 
Où 


nema just 


ce's assistant. Ha was a 
hin to 
Those barris 
n he fought, because he 


on all the whisky in town 


s| a tall, rawboned fellow 


obeir, and he was Rolling 


teelf was tied to a poat 
¿lindfoldsd and given a 
nim acound three times. 


Jay the turkey was, and 


ated the bird for himself, 
ake off his cost. Clark 
id. Urrick ¿row abusive, 
living gave Clark the 


in got winded, and then Clak 
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Urrick!s cronies decided to do somstiin, apput it; so later that after- 


noon they ,anged Clark. Clark hit one of them so hard that he lifted 


NL «sel oca 


his clear off .is fest and smashed aim thrb gh a plate glass window. 


Then he turned on the othar cone, wno ran into the store. When Clark 


ei ci 


caught him, he hit him a orack that sent him into the stova and knocked | 
it down. 


Urrick eventually had to leave town, fpr ona hight he tried to pick 


a fight with a much smaller man. His victim became so frightened that 


A A IR cit He onan 


he pulled a gun, put it in his own mouth, and pulled the trigger. For 
some reuson it didn't kill him, but popular feeling ran so high that 


Urrick had to leaves towne 
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there were plenty of other fighters, |too. Tha Tom Smith family, 
| i 
from north of town, used to como in, do their "trading", get drunk, and 


clean out the toane 
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Out of town boys weren't allowed to call on the Falrbury¿lrls. The 


first tino they came they were given warnilnk. The second time, if they 
ciose to run the risk, the ang just waited until he was in bis best 
clothes and upprouchin, als loved ones ho se, acd tien he was thoroughly 
rotten ggde Only, it didn't work with crandfather James. He just 

j beat them up so badly that they were tog ad to let nim alone. 

It was grandfath r Janss, toc, wio saved Marsh Park for Fairburye 

The original Marsh, tne founder of West Yakirbuiy, had ¿Ivan a square 
block of land for a city parke Later, whon| all nis wealth had been lost 
{ by lawsuits, his heirs would nave liked vory much to regain theis piece 


of land so that tisy aight sell it for vvilliinz lots. All they needed 
to do to establish titlo wus to move a house with a family in it on the 


ground. dPrandfathir was an alderman then, and, one day when he waa riding 


around on his norse, he happened to pasa the Park. ‘the place had a picket 


fence «round it, and a section of tuis #as| down.4 block or so away, coming 


up the street, being moved, was a house, |jrandfather put two and two 
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together and hurricd off to ¿et the othsr myqbera of the Council; and, 
while ons of then drove to Pontluc to get ti injunction, grandfather 
sat on his horse with uis ¿un in front of bid, guarding that gap in the 
fence. Hə sat there all jay until the papeng came from Pontiac. 
Fairbury is quite different now than 11 [was then. Every house had 


a picket fence around it. All the sidewalks [were board walks, and all 


tae is 


l the streets were dirt, becoming knee deep mud when it rained. For drain- 
age tnera were deep ditches on each side, adj after a rain they were 
| full of water, necessitating bridges across|theom., At grandfather Filley's 


they had a "run up” over the ditch to ¿et into the baggy and on their 


horses. Tuls was very stylish. On each sidg of it was a post with a 
rin; to tie the horsege 

Shon tue Masonic fraternity wae organized hers, fseling amont the 
wives ran nighe A secret society was almost more than they could dear. 


ha men got in rathoy late from the meetings, anyway. One wife did get 


even with hor spouse. Ho was out quite latéland was very tired when he 


i | i 
¿ot back, but she kept him hopping arcund fep the rest of the night. She 
| was very "sick" and needed a lot of attention. 


Just after the Civil var almost all thé school teaciiors were soldier's | 
widows. ‘heir pensions sers only ten dollars a month and they were come | 
| pelled to make their own living. | 

Nobody can write about early Fairbury thout mentioning Doc Ontrander |) 
fers he alive today, ho would indubitably (bet that, Ollie?) bs president 


a of the Liars Club. He was an artist at 1t,(4nd some of his storles were 
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Cnce, he suid, ho was driving like mad| to ¿et noms ahead of a bad 
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stormy unen he lost a wheel of his buggy. |fe was going so fast that 


i it didn't make a oit of differance, end wien|he got into the barn lot he 


AR pres en 


turned around, and here cane the dog with tip wieel. 


qe 


People have remembersd his splendid stories, but they have forgotten 

| that, besides being à fine physician with wonderful mesory who was | 
acqudnted with every ons in the county, ht|was a dseply benevolent man. 
| He ana his wire, who ware childless, raised ant educated eleht little | 
| children, ilove than that, he was a statni abolitionist. In 1850, | 
| ths day after he cams to Fairbury, he chun a ¡uzitive slave chained 
| to the floor cf a second story oullding waiting to ba returned to his | 
| master in Virginia. Doc Ostrandsr had toldo six miles (proba.ly to | 
ávoca) to ¿et a cugey, and a chisel, crowbar and sledge to cut the | 
l . 

| negro's shackles. He drove him the hundred miles to Chicago, landing 

| him there lute in the afternoon of tie nex Gay. The fugitive was 

| delivered to Dr. C. Y. yer, wno was connaclted with the undsrg round 
Fallroad. With his nelp, the feePo was put on the boat for Canada. 

| They paid tuo Captain well for this so:vicel, and ¿ave the Necro $10.00 

| for 18 own, 

So history was mado in Fairbury, tao. 
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